Sue STOOD IN THE CENTER OF THE SUNLIGHT-FILLED 
HOSPITAL ROOM, SMILING AT HIM, HER EYES FILLED WITH 
TEARS. SHE WAS A THING OF RADIANT BEAUTY, A VENUS 
ЭМ MODERN DRESS. SOMEWHERE, DEEP INSIDE НІМ, А 
MEMORY STIRRED, ALMOST САМЕ ТО LIFE, THEN FADED 
AGAIN, SHE WAS PART OF IT, ALL RIGHT. , . PART OF THE 
PAST HE COULDN'T REMEMBER. НЕ STAREO AT HER 
THROUGH THE NARROW SLITS IN THE BANDAGES THAT 
SWATHED HIS FACE. AS THE DOCTOR CLOSED THE DOOR 
BEHIND HIM,LEAVING THEM ALONE, SHE WHISPERED... 
YOULL REMEMBER, DARLING: мно. „мно ARE 
I'LL МАКЕ YOU REMEMBER. you? You 2000 
THE DOCTOR SAYS 17'S FAMILIAR.. .AND 
TEMPORARY AMNESIA.. ç РЕТ. 
THAT YOU CAN COME OUT 
OF 27... ANYTIME.. 


ISHE CROSSED THE ROOM ТО HIS BED, ТООК HIS HAND 
IN_HERS,PRESSED HER SOFT RED LIPS AGAINST THEM... 
I'm GLORIA SWEET. MARRIED У? THEN 
GLORIA ANDERS! we YOUR HUSBAND... 
WERE IN LOVE. TRY TO 
REMEMBERS DURE 
ROBERT SICKLES. WE 
MET SIX MONTHS AGO 
ONLY IT WAS 50 
JMPOSSIGLE I 
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SHE NODDED, LOOKING AROUND, 


YES, MY HUSBAND МАЗ CHARLES 
ANDERS. HE WAS THE ONE WHO 
DIED IN THE ACCIDENT... THE 
ACCIDENT THAT caused FOU? 
AMNESIA. WE KILLED HIM, 
пов.,. YOU AND T. WE MUR- 
DERED CHARLES SO THAT WE 
COULD HAVE НІЗ /ASURANCE... 

ЗО THAT WE COULD ВЕ 70227М/ 


KILLED 


ISHE STROKED HIS HAIR SOFTLY, 
CRADLINS HIS HEAD AGAINST HER. 
SOMETHING WENT 


WRONG, DEAREST. 
AUT THEY Say YOU'LL 


ISHE LOOKED АТ HIM HUNGRILY 
JAND HE KNEW THAT HE'D LOVED 
THIS WOMAN. HIS HEART TOLD HIM- 


IN A LITTLE WHILE, 
THEY'RE GOING TO 


HERE WAS A KNOCK ОН THE 000. 
THE DOCTOR САМЕ IN, SMILING... 
WELL,WR. SICKLES. 

READY FOR THE —_ 


REMOVE YOUR BAND- 


RECONSTRUCTED YOUR 


COMING HOM 
FACE WITH PLASTIC (Е. 


НЕ BANDAGES UNWOUND, LIKE TAPES FROM A CHILD'S 
MAYPOLE- AROUND AND AROUND..UNTIL HE COULD FEEL 
THE SUNLIGHT ON HIS FACE 


он, DOCTOR те 
WE ARE... J PERFECT? PERFECT? 
YOU CAN HARDLY 7224. 
HE'D BEEN IN AN ACCIDENT. 


OF COURSE... ER... 
YOU'LL SEE THAT 
НЕ TAKES IT EASY 
FOR A WHILE, MRS. 
ANDERS. 


AGES. THEN, YOU'RE 


Не STAREDAT HIMSELF IN THE LITTLE HAND MIRROR 
GLORIA'D FISHED FROM HER BAG. THE DOCTOR HELD 
UP_AN ASSORTMENT OF PHOTOGRAPHS... 

CARE ТО CHECK 
ASAINST THESE, 
ме, SICKLES? MAS. 
ANDERS SUPPLIED 
US WITH THE! 


its JUST THAT 
WELL. . IT'S ШКЕ 
SEEING YOUR 

FACE FOR THE 


GLORA WENT OUT INTO THE HALL. THE DOCTOR 
MOTIONED TO А CLOSET.. 


YOU'LL FIND ALL OF YOUR 
CLOTHES w THERE, MP. SICKLES. 
MRS. ANDERS VAD THEM SENT 

OVER YOULL ALSO FIND A BOX AAS SING, WT... 
WITH THE CHARRED REMAINS WELL... JUST 
OF YOUR PERSONAL BELONGINGS... WHO IS uns. 
тоот WALLET. KEYS. -THAT МЕ 

FOUND IN YOUR POCKETS., THE SUIT 

YOU WORE, OF COURSE Was МЕР. 


ER... THIS 18 ALL] 
very ENBAR- 


MR. ANDERS, THE МАН 
мно DIED IN THE АССІ- 
DENT, WAS A VERY CLOSE 
FRIEND OF YOURS, un. 
SICKLE, НІЗ #/00#, 
MAS. ANDERS „raS BEEN 
MOST KIND, SHE 15 VERY 
СОМСЕЯМЕО ABOUT TOU. 
Tou'ne VERY LUCKY? 


LORIA WAS WAITING FOR НІМ IN 
НЕ HALL. SHE LED НІМ OUT OF THE 
HOSPITAL AND INTO THS STREET 


[ОНЕ SAT BESIDE НІМ АБ HE GUIDED 
THE NEW CAR OUT OF THE CIT’ 


YOU SAY WE А220 | WELL,TO BE 


MONEY PAID FOR IT. 


00 TOU THINK YOU 


CAN DRIVE IT: 


SHE SNUGGLED UP WARMLY А 
LIPS AGAINST HIS CHEEK. 
LET'S TALK ASOUT 25. 
WHAT WE'LL ВЕ DO/A@ IN 
THE NEXT FEW DAYS... 
WEEKS... MONTHS. YEARS... 


To...27HE то TALK 
ABOUT IT, GLORIA. IT'S 


то KNOWS INE сот 
то REMEMBER. 


М ASKI 
THIS 15 07428, GLORIA, 


WO ONE WILL SEE 
WHAT IF SOMEONE SHOULD | YOU, AND GHAPLES 15 


SEE МЕ HERE? y> 007 OF TOWN. WELL, 
= DON'T JUST STAND 
4 ЕЛЕ. 4/55 МЕ... 


THE ЗСЕНЕ...ТАІЕО TO RECALL ІТ... TRIED TO PULL IT 
FROM BEHIND THE BLACK CURTAIN THAT HUNG OVER 
HIS PAST- 


YOU anv CHARLES BELONGED TO THE 
SAME CLUB. YOU WERE VERY 2000 FRIENDS. 
ABOUT 8/Ж MONTHS AGO, CHARLES BROUGHT 
YOU HOME... FOR DINNER.. 


MURDER МГА, GLORIA? | NONSENSE? TNE THOUGHT 
BUT WE'D BE САБАТ, j W ALL DUT. NOW HERE'S 
WHAT YOU DD. MAKE SOME 
EXCUSE ТО HAVE НІМ DRIVE 
уви OUT TO THE CLUS NEXT 
WEEK. TELL HIM YOUR GAP 15 
BEINS REPAIRED: 


“Іт WAS А SIMPLE PLAN. `T AND IT HAD A DOUBLE REWARD.. 
THEN, WHEN YOU GET TO THE 1 CONVINCED YOU. 
TURN IN THE ROAD wv THE DARLING...(T COULD BE, i 
DEEP RAVINE... MAKE НІМ STOP.. UKE THIS ALWAYS... 
KNOCK нім UNCOWSGIOUS,. GET BE KILLING TWO BIRDS /жмож |È NOT мет THESE FEW 
OUT... PUSH THE CAR OVER INTO WITH OWE STOWE. WE'LL (рота. STOLEN MOMENTS. 
THE AñAV/WE...aND THEN, TO y \ say yout, 00 /77 
DESTROY АМУ EVIDENCE, ЗЕТ 4 
FIRE TO THE CAR, 


THAT'S IT, GLONA! t AEMEMBER | SEE, HONEY? 
а Lf SOMETHING! I FEMEMBER THE 449 4 SEE? ITLL 

MENT... AND CHARLES LEFT TO Tr CAN'T TANK EXPLODING? ALL COME 
DRIVE YOU OUT. THAT'S ALLI 7 > С, ру 
KHEN UNTIL І HEARD ABOUT | ee wien T 
THE WRECK AND LEARNED THAT 
YOU WERE IN 1T, TOO! + SET FACTO ТИЕ 

eee CAR, THE GAS TANK... 


AND AFTER THE WEDDING CEREMONY, THEY DROVE 
Оң TO А OESERTED CABIN, ОЕЕР IN THE WOODS _ 
1 RENTED ТН PLACE SO | IT's A LOVELY 
МЕ BE ALONE, Ano ҮОЏ'О | PLACE,GLORIA. 
HAVE PEACE AND QUIET. 


NIGHT SETTLED AROUND THE CABIN. HE LAY AWAKE, 
LISTENING TO HER QUIET BREATHING, INHALING HER SOFT 
PERFUME... 


I... I CAN'T REMEMBER АМИ OF THE НСЮЕНТЗ SHE 
TOLD ME, EXCEPT FOR THAT EXPLOSION. ene 
WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE РУ t LOVE HER. I 

KNOW THATI WHAT WE'VE OONE IS WONG, 
BUT WHAT CAN то. ІР І GAVE М) F UP 

ТО THE POLICE, SHE D aE PUNISHED 700/ 


THE SCATTER- RUG SKID- 
UNDER HIM, ASHE 


тнат YOU? 
ARE You 422 


Не SAT WITH НІЗ HEAD BOWED UNDER THE BRILLIANT 
[OVERHEAD LIGHT, THEY STOOD AROUND HIM, IN THE 
SHADOWS...THE БЕТЕСТІУЕЗ.-ТНЕ DOCTOR 


BUT, WHY DID YOU X/LL МЕЛ, | (T WAS JUST LIKE 
SICKLES? ЕУЕН IF YOUR SEEING A MOVIES 
MEMORY 0/0 COME BACK...) r STAUGK MY HEAD 

AND IT FLASHED 
MEFORE MY EVES.1 


+] Saw @ZOR/A and РОР FROM 
AFAR... LIKE AN ONLOOKER PEERING! 
THROUGH А WINDOW...” 


CHARLES CARRIES А NUBE 

INSURANCE POLICY тн 

DOUBLE INDEMNITY. WE'LL 

BE KILLING ZWO SIRDS WTH 
ONE STONE. 


THIS ON зисн SHORT NOTICE, тт, 
CHARLIE, BUT I MUST СЕТ МУ 
64085. I'VE GOT АМ /МРОЯТАМТ 
GAME TOMORROW AT му 

CLIENT'S COURSE.. 


оа. GLAD 
пот. 


DARLING... IT COULD 

BE LIKE THIS ALWAYS.. 
NOT JUST THESE FEW 
STOLEN MOMENTS, 
SAY YOU'LL DOLT 7 


г. AS IF Т WAS THE AUDIENCE АТА PLAY. L SAW 
CHARLES, COMING HOME FROM А BUSINESS TRIP, 
UNEXPECTEOLY.. LETTING HIMSELF INTO HIS HOUSE 
HEARING.” 


WHEN YOU GET TO THE TUAW /# THE 

ЖОА2 ву THE DEEP RAVINE... MAKE 

HIM STOP.. KNOCK нім UNCONSCIOUS 

SET OUT...PUSH THE CAR OVER INTO C SICKLESS 


SAND т SAW HIM ANSWERING THE 
| PHONE A WEEK LATER... 


CHARLIE? THIS 15 


You'RE_YOU'RE 


SURPRISED, зол? 1 ANEW 
STOPPING, CHARLES 


YOU WOULD BE, WE HAVEN'T 

REACHED THE TURN, YET, 

HAVE WE? GET 007 7? тнв 
15 A ША? 


AND WON'T SHE ВЕ 


WERE WATCHING А ТУ, SHOW, I SURPRISED ween Г 


ЗАМ CHARLES FORCE BOB OUT OF SHOW UP, INSTEAD OF 
THE CAR, ANO DEMANG.. мү LOVING WIFE: WELL, I 
TAKE OFF YOUR ) WHAT /2 THIS, АМ GOING TO DIE... SHE'LL 
CLOTHES, son. ) CHARLIE? THINK OLY IT WiLL BE YOU... 
with ЖУ IDENTIFICATION, | 


YOU, AFTER THE 
INSURANCE COM- 


он, DON'T WORRY, [THe VICTIM BECAME THE VICTOR, 
SHE жонт X SAW CHARLES ОМА BOB'S 
LONE EITHER. БҮ BACK INTO 
AND AFTER І KILL if 
HEA, Ім GOING TO 
GIVE MYSELF U/ 
TO THE POLICE. 


Y... Saw THE SUDDEN SHEET OF FLAME THAT SHOT 
ALONG THE SPILLED GASOLINE STREAM BEFORE 


CHARLES , ENVELOPING HIM. AURNING_.SCORCHING. 


YES. WHAT SLOR/A DIDN'T KNOW, 

AND WHAT VOU DIDN'T KNOW, AND 

WHAT Í DIDN'T KNOW. UNTIL = 
STRUCK MY NEAD NAS 


I SAW IT AZZ, IN THAT FLASH, - 


WHEN 1 STRUCK MY HEAD, 
AND MY MEMORY 


RETURNED... 


vo BOB SIDKLES DIED ІМ THAT 
BURNING CAR, Г KILLED 
WI SINCE YOU FOUND MY 
IDENTIFICATION ОМ 2/8 вр, 
YOU WATURALLY THOUGNT IT 


AND SINCE YOU FOUND 802 
PICKLES" \DENTIFICATION ON ЖУ 
GURNED BODY, YOU NATURALLY 
THOUGNT J WAS 808 S/CALES. 
WHEN YOU CONTACTED MY WIFE 
SHE GNDUGHT W/S PNDYOORAPNS: 
AND TNE DDC GAVE ME N/S FADES 
BUT І THINK, AS І маз AVLLING 
NER, GLORIA REALIZED т WAS 
REALLY HER HUSBAND, 

DHARLES ANDERS! 


THERE'LL HAVE ТО ВЕ AN /WVESTIGATION, ] 1T ЖАЗА 7 MURDER, 
SID,BEFORE I CAN MAKE Мү ҒЕРОЯЛ I'LL DOC. HENRY WILLIAMS 
HAVE TO KNOWABOUT ABOUT THAT SHOT HIMSELF І.. 
BURNED CROSS. I'LL WAVE TO ВЕ 2272 I DIDH'T EXPECT ІТ TO 
- GO ТМ/ FAR Г. I ONLY 


SURE YT WANT MUROERS 
` WANTED HIM ТО MOVE 


YOU WANTED НМ TO MOVE AWAY / I FOUND OUTA 
507 WHY? I THOUGHT You FEW THINGS SINCE 
TWO WERE SUCH 2000 ЕЛ/Е МО.) THEN, DOC. THINGS 
‘SHUCKS,WHEN І WAS APPOINTED X DIDN'T ¿/AE. 
CORONER AND MOVED OVER TO THE / THINGS THAT 


COUNTY SEAT, YOU AND HENRY MADE А 
WERE LIKE... DIFFERENCE.. 


“JEO'D HAD THE PLACE ON THE 
MARKET FOR A FEW MONTHS WHEN 
А RUMOR STARTED. ELLA,MY WIFE, 
HEARO IT FROM MRS. MORGAN AND 
ЭНЕ TOLD МЕ, 


THAT'S Я/ФУТ AND \ МЕ САНТ 


HE'S CONSIDERING | LET THAT 
HAPPEN, 
ELLA. 


w | 
JUST CAN'T. | 


11, ТОО? THEY 
‘OFFERED HIM А 
8000 PRICE... 


` THAT MIGHT, І WENT NEXT DOOR TO 
SEE HENRY. Т TOLD HIM THE NEWS” 


DID YOU HEAR АВООТГ WHY THATS” 


VED MARTIN, HENRY?" SWELLS | 


HE'S HAD an OFFER 


SWELLS? 11% BAD... 
VERY BAD, HENRY, 
WE'VE GOT To TALK 
нм OUT OF ACCEPT- 
ING TÍ HE'S HAD АН 
OFFER FROM А MEGAD, 


1F À NEGRO FAMILY MONES 
INTO THE NEIGHBORHOOD, 
THERE'LL BE OTHERS FOL- 


YoU.. хош. Аш, 20/7 ХУ 
THE CLOWNING, MERRY! 
I'm 5ЕЛ/0057 НЕ WE 
LET A NEGRO FAMILY, 


т'м WOT CLOWNING, SIDI 
мү GRANDMOTHER 
was a W£ ##07s0 YOU 
SEE, Тм PAAT NEGA O... 


“THE REAL ESTATE 
VALUES WILL DROP ТО 
NOTHING AND... AND... 
HUH? ОЮ You SAY, 
THERE AAE OTHERS? 


МЕРЕЙ. I. 


WHY... WHY DIDN'T YOU EVER 
TELL МЕ? IMEAN,I 


DIDN'T YoU KNOW THAT Г® 
PART NEGRO, SID? 


т DIDN'T TELL YOU 

BECAUSE I DIDN'T 

THINK (т was /MPOR- 
TANT, sof 


THE cRowo НАР GONE OFF INTO 
THE SILENT DARKNESS, NOW, SID 
AND OLD DOC FALK STOOD ALONE. 
BEFORE THE EMPTY HOUSE WITH 
THE BURNED CROSS OW THE FRONT 
LAWN 


AT FIRST, T WAS SHOCKED, 7 во 
00C.. . BEW/LOEREDS 
IMAGINE? му DWN 
NEIOGNBOR | uy FRIEND. 
матн NEGRO 64000 IN 

AIS VEINS... 


I'M NOT GOING ТО LET THAT 

HAPPEN, ЕЛА. I РИТА LOT OF 
MONEY AND WORK AND SWEAT INTO 
THIS PLACE, Ги NOT GOING то SEE 
IT 60 DOWM THE DRAIN. THIS IS OUR 
HOME. .IN д DEGENT NEIGHBORHOODS 
ND BODY'S GOING TD #///W IT FOR US! 


ü 


“WITH JED TAKEN CARE OF, І STARTED BROODING 
ABOUT NENRY WILLIAMS, МҰ PART-NEGRD NEXT DOOR 


p war's Ути THINKING ABOUT THE M/LL/AMS'S 
WRONG, J ELLA. I'M THINKING ABOUT US LIVING 
sD? 
ЖМ THINKING ABOUT MAYBE IT'D ВЕ, 
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“LATER THAT мент, I TOLD ELLA. 


A ЕРУ THINK IT жаз /WPORTANTS вит 
рү, АЧА БОРЫНЫ. ( 17/5 IMPORTANT, ELLA WITH АУ 
LIVING неке 424 ) 3107, 

THESE YEARS АНО Ўр А 


NEXT TO A FAMILY итн МЕЛО BLOOD. 


лы ен Артист 
т DON'T ANONS МЕ SAID HE DIDNT 


то 00, LIVING МЕКЕ, AND VED MARTIN 
THINKING DF SELLING МИЗ PLACE 
то COLORED FOLKS WHY мну, 

) THE NEIGH ОМО ОД `S GONNA 
CHANGE! OUR KIDS WILL ВЕ 
PLAYIN’ WITH COLOREO KIDS 


“І мент ТО SEE JEO MARTINS --— 

THERE'S A RUMOR ARDUNDY I І 2/0 GET AN OFFER, 
THAT YOU М/ЕМ? SELL YOUR „вит Г WOULDN'T 00 
PLACE ТО д NEGRO FAMILY, /THAT TO YOU ano THE REST 
чес! I HOPE IT ISNT £ OF THE FOLKS! ND, I'M WOT 

ТЕШЕ” ЗЕ. нот то THEM. . WOT 
IF FOLKS ROUND MERE DON'T 
WANT МЕ TOY 


MOVE AWAY? тіл, HOW 
WILL YOU MAKE THEM DO ELLA... WHEN ТМ 
THAT Sib, IF THEY DON'T THROUGHS YOULL 


WANT то? 2 ` 
L 1 


THEY'LL WANT TO, 
г 


LITTLE ҒКЕСКЗ OF WHITE АЗН 
FELL AWAY FROM THE CRUDE 
CHARRED CROSS STANDING ON THE 
SINGED LAWN. SID STARED AT IT 
АЗ НЕ SPOKI 

50 I STARTED MY САМРА/ОЯ, 
DOC. I WAS GOING TO GET 2/2 
OF HENRY WILLIAMS AND HIS 
FAMILY, МО MATTER WHAT. 


ХІ HAD А FENCE PUT UP BETWEEN HENRY'S “ROPERTY 


AND WINE...’ 


зо, I'D LIKE ТО 
TALK ТО Youf 


I вот NOTHING TO 
SAY то YOU ненг! 


“Ано I WATCHED HIS GROCERY ORDERS COME FROM 
STORES THAT ПОНТ MIND DEALING WITH HIS KIND, 


`T WARNED му KIDS...” 

30 IF І CATCH ДУГМЕ 

OWE OF You PLAYING 

WITH THE W/L ¿/44/S 

К/О, тл. TAN YOUR 
HIDES. 


“I SPOKE TO PEOPLE...” 


FOLKS, THAT'S OKAY 
WITH МЕ ому ти 


Ано т WAITED, GUT HENRY DIDN'T TAKE THE HINT, T 
GUESS. І WATCHED HIS KID, PLAYING BY HIMSELF, SPURNED 
BY THE OTHER KIDS, 


“So г МАЕ A PHONE CALL. I CALLED HENRY WILLIAMS” 
EMPLOYER... 


Here's А 7/Р/ OF COURSE, 
IF YOUR FIRM DOESN'T MAND. 
EMPLOYING МЕВЯОЕЗ, IT 
won't MATTER S 010 You 
KNOW THAT MA. WILLIAMS 
наз NECRO 820007 


“І ЖАТСНЕО FOR THE FOR BALE ‘BIGR, BUT RORE APPEARED. 
ORE DAY, Т HEARD THE GROCERY DELIVERY MAN WARN HENRY. 
YOU PAY UP WHAT YOU OWE, MR. YOU'LL GET YOUR 
WILLIAMS Ano TILL BRING YOUR ү money! 1 SWEAR 
176 JUST АЗ SOOH 


> MORE CENT CREDIT! аб 45 r LANGAY DBS 


AFTER SARAH 0IE0,1 ЖАТСНЕО THEM CARRY THE WICKER 
OUT TO THE WAITING HEARSE I HEARO THE PITIFUL S08- 
BING OF HENRY'S з ANO І FELT RO COMPASSION. . 


So TOMIGHT,EARLIEN, I PUT THE І SAW KENRY'S FACE AT THE WIR- 
CROSS ON HENRY'S LAWN, AND LIT DOW, STARING OUT AT THE CARCING 
IT. . WATCHEO IT FLARE UP... FLAMESICAN YOU IMAGINE?! EVER 
T THOUGH HE HAD NEGAO BLOOD IR 
HIS VEINS, KIS FACE WAS ASHEN 
WHITE. 


ROLL UP YOUR ROLL uP YouR |” LOOK, poc... 
SLEEVE, 3107 I.. OH, WELL f | 
THE WEGAO ЗАМЕО THE 
BOY'S LIFE, SID. HE 
GAVE THE BOY OVER А 
QUART OF 21000 7 


THE COUNTRY CORONER POINTED TO THE THIN WHITE 
LINE CIRCLING 34079 MUSCULAR FOREARM 
THAT'S THE SCAR THE 
HMMMMM/ I DID A THRESHING MACHINE 
PRETTY 6000 708, LEFT ON YOUR ARM, SID, 
EVEN IF І 20 sav SO WHEN You ALMOST SEVERED 
MYSELF IT OVER ТІ h Ga YEARS. 


YOU WERE THAT BOY, 510! GEORGES 
#1000 SAVED YOUR LIFE, МЕЛО 
#2000; PUMPED INTO YOUR VEINS, 
SNATCHED YOU FROM THE JAWS OF À 


THE CORONER SHOOK HIS HEAD AND WALKED AWAY. SID 
JUST STOOD THERE, THE TEARS STREAMING DOWN HIS 


TNE PSYCHIATRIST'S OFFICE WAS OIMLY LIT АМО THE TRAFFIC NOISES OUTSIOE WERE ALMOST INAUOISLE, JOEY 
LAY ON THE SOFT LEATHER COUGN TREMBLING, NIS VOICE OHLY A HOARSE WNISPER. THE PSYCHIATRIST SAT SESIDE 
NIM, A PAO AND PENCIL IN NANO... 
ЕЙ 1...1 GOT ME A GUN, оос. T COULON'T STAND IT I'LL 00 MY 2457, MR.SERKSANT 
ANY MORE. IWAS GOING TO 4/44 MYSELF, ANO NOW, RELAX ANO TRY TO REMEM- 
ТНЕН І FIGUREO MAYBE YOU COULO NELP МЕ. (1) BER WNEM ALL, ALL THIS 
MAYBE YOU COULO CHANGE ME BACK ТО THE STARTEQ WNEN 010 YOU FIRST 
way I WAS. MAKE МЕ NORMAL AGAIN! NOTICE THESE THESE 
CHANBES? 


JOEY BERKSANT, NUMBER ONE CONTENDER FOR THE “YEAH, рос. MAMNY DIED, Z AZLLED HAW. YF WAS IN THE 

MIDDLEWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP, SIGHED НЕ LAY ВАСК EIGHTH ROUND. I'D BEEN LANDING MY LEFT JAB PRETTY 

ON THE DIVAN STARING UP АТ THE SHADOWYCEILING.. REGULARLY AND MANNY'D GOTTEN GLASSY-EYED AND 
Ү @NOGGY. НЕ OPENED UP AND T CAUGHT HIM WITH А 


ивнт MANNY 
1N THE SAADEN.. 


‘Manny WENT DOWN,KINDA ОКЕ a “Вот манну DIDN'T вет UP. THE “С. FELT ALL SICK INSIDE, SOMEHOW, 
SNOW-MAN MELTING,..FOLOING UP, COMMISSION DOCTOR CLIMBED INTO THEY GOT ME THROUGH THE JEERING 
SORT OF, IN А HEAP. THE REF THE RING AND 1.0ОКЕС НІМ OVER...’ _ CROWD TO MY DRESSING ROOM.. ' 


COUNTED нім OUT. ‘YOU SHOULON'T Y т COULON'T 
BWE A/T нм HELP mu! 
30 HARD, JOEYÍ | Z Was FISHTIN' 
то WINI x 


“Ано THAT'S WHEN MANNY'S WIFE CAME INTO THE "Әне STARTED SOBBING AND SCREAMING AT ЫЕ. ' 

DRESSING ROOM, SHE WAS WHITE AS А GHOST AND HER MURDERER MONSTER? URS. WILLIAMS 

EYES WERE FILLED WITH TEARS. SHE JUSTSTARED AT Ü YOU'RE NOTHING BUT A TWISTED | r..r..OH,FOR 

ме YOLY BLOOD-THIRSTY ЗЕА5Т/] 60015 SAKE, 
уом.,мом D/DW'T HAVE ТО TWISTED BEAST, THAT'S W міску SET HER 
KILL мм! vOU SAW НЕ Was YOU ARES sos.. OUT OF HERES 
OUT ON HIS FEET vou — 

DIDN'T НАМЕ ТО A/T 

нім $0 HARD. 


“THEY DRAGGED HER OUT, AND І COULD HEAR HER “Т COULDN'T SLEEP THAT WIGHT, DOC T KEPT SEEING 
ANGUISHEC VOICE SHRIEKING АТМЕ AS THEY TOOK MANNY'S GLASSY EVES STARING AT МЕ... AND І КЕРТ 
HER DOWN THE HALL... ING НІЗ WIFE'S VOICE SCREAMING... 
HIDEOUS TWISTED MURI ДЕЛЕЛ” k 2 
бшу ООШ KILLER? 


“Tr WAS THE NEXT MORNING WHEN т Зот ОР THAT ‘WHEN T WENT DOWN TO THE SYM THAT AFTERNOON, I 
X FIRST NOTICED MY WANDS. THEY'D CHANGED KEPT MY HANDS HIDDEN...3TUFFED IN MY POCKETS. I 
DURING THE NIGHT, THEY'D GONTORTED ano DIDN'T WANT ANYBODY ELSE TO SEE HOW HIDEOUS THEY'D 
SHAIVELED AND GROWN UGLY AND TWISTED! ВЕСОМЕ..” 
R 6000 LORDS UNAT. З'МАТТЕЛ, JOEY? YOU LOOK 
WHAT'S HAPPENING DOWN -IM-THE-DUMPS. DONT 
FEEL BAD ABOUT W/LL/AMS, кір, 


“Вот WHEN I GOT HOME THAT WIGHT, ANDI LOOKED `ÄNDLATER,WHEN І WAS UNDRESSING, T SAW МҮ FEET: 
АТ MY HANDS AGAIN, THEY'D GROWN WORSE THEY Ane ON, GODS w FEET, 
LOOKED. THEY LOOKED LIKI š & 7007 wants DOING 


ПУ ке tHe мАМОЗ or У THIS TO ME? 
PA. a BEASTS 

Е. 2 
Wa a: == 5 


A 


= 


“ALL нмнт I TOSSED AND TURNED...FEELING MY- “Ін THE MORNING, WHEN I ОТ UF, T CAREFULLY AVOIDED 
SELF CHANGING.. FEELING мү JODY.. „МУ FACE.. THE М/ЯЯОЯЗ AROUND MY PLACE. I DIDN'T WANT ТО 
GROWING MOAE AND MORE HIDEOUS WYTH EACH SEE THE HIDEOUS MALFORMED MONSTER I'D CHANSEO 

PASSING NIGHT МОМЕНТ.” INTO. I GOT SOME SHEETS AND COVERED THEM..." 


MRS. WILLIAMS CURSED MET A i Т S08., WHAT АМ I GOING 
SHE MADE МЕ TURN INTO - 11). то 207 
A TWISTED SAVAGE | oe. 
ANIMALS SHE WISHED 

IT ON ME! 


NOT EVEN ANSWERING THE TELEPHONE WHEN IT 
RANG, AND AS THE HOURS PASSED, AND I KNEW 
X WAS BECOMING MORE AND MORE MISSHAPEN 
AND HORRIBLE, I GREW Pj 


SO THAT'S MY STORY, СОС. NOW YOU вит THATS 
JUST ЉТ мю. 


LOOK LIKE 
THAT АТ 


THE DISTORTIONS ARE IN YOUR #/#0/ Yy You 


YOU THINK YOU ARE PHYSICALLY MAL- 
FORMED BECAUSE YOU ARE SUFFERING 
FROM д @U/LT-COMPLEN CONNECTED 


MEAN 


1 
I STAYED IN ALL THAT DAY AND THE NEXT,ALONE, 


І FOUND THE GUN IN А BUREAU DRAWER. IT WAS LOADED, І 
WAS GOING TO KILL МУЗЕЦЕ ОС. I FELT IT WAS THE ONLY 
WAY OUT. AND THEN T THOUGHT OF YOU. I THOUGHT YOU 
COULD HELP МЕ. SO I CALLED.. . ° 
pono NELT МЕ. SO ICA 

YES, TA/S 15 DOCTOR 
COLEMAN / САН І 


CAW I COME UP а SEE 
HELP «ои? 


} You, doc? IT's. 
IMPORTANT. \т' А 
A MATTER оғ L/FE AND 
к DEATHS 


IDON'TPI gut uy 
HANGOS... LOOK AT 
THEM! THEY'RE Vey... 
MISSHAPEN., . AND 


YOU'RE WAONG, мя. 

BENKSANT, YOU'RE PEA- 
FECTLY NORMAL-LOOR- 
MMOS THERE ARE МО д 
DISTORTIONS IN YOUR 
LEA 400Y.voun FACE... 


THEN ГМ 
WOT REALLY 
д ULY... 
Ff нижоив > 


MIND, FRAUGHT wITH ФАТУ FEEL- 
INOS, ACCEPTED WER ANGRY 
DESCRIPTION OF YOU AND HAS 

MADE YOUR CONSG/OUS мно 


Б BELIEVE Іт! 


YOU WAVEN'T CHANGED, 
MR BERKSANTS YOU'RE 


SURELY YOU 
BELIEVE WHAT 


WAY TO SETTLE 
YOUR мно“ 


F 


ЧОЕУ CLOSED THE DOOR TO THE PSYCHIATRISTS APART- 
MENT AND STOOD ALONE IN THE DESERTED STREET 


= 


FINEZ AnD KEEP IRT0UC/# \/ SURE, пос! 
WITH MEf PERHAPS, WHEN SURES THANKS 
YOU НАМЕ //ЖЕ, WE САН GO INHALING THE FRESH COOL NIGHT All. 


INTO А DEEPER ANALYSIS ОҒ 4, 72 У? ү 
YOUR SUBCONSCIOUS, FIND 4 " V рамын, aS SETTER ALREAD: 
OUT WHY YOU LIKE TO ФИ, wa 4 Фе 
FOR EXAMPLE... AND... ` 
= | АА S "5: 


Не STARTED ACROSS THE STREET, HIS FOOTSTEPS 


SUDDENLY, JOEY STOPPED, HE COULD SEE IT IN FRONT 
ECHOING INTO THE SILENT CLEAR EVENING 


ОЕ THE STORE WINDOW, ITS SILVER SURFACE REFLECTING 
THE STREET LAMP ONTO THE SIDEWALK IN А RECTAN- 
GLE OF SOFT YELLOW LIGHT. .. 


VOEY HESITATED, THEN TOSSED „-АНО STEPPED INFRONTOF THE JOEY ЗТАМЕО.. 
SH нне... MIRROR. TCHOKE; , THE 


C'MON, BERSANT/ LET'S N b ЗЕЕ =m JUST LIKE ФОС/ THE пос 
KICK THAT SUBCONSCIOUS mE DOC 34/07 «25 r LIED? 
SQUARE IM THE KISSER) we а іш д, 
VE |7 с! 
£ Уч . 


h 


THE POLICEMAN STOOD BEFORE THE FLOWING SURFACE OF THE THE STOREKEEPER SHOOK HIS 
MIRROR, GRIMACING DOWN AT THE LIFELESS BODY ОМ THE SIDEWALK... HEAD... 


WHAT HAPPENED? > а ЈУ т DON'T ANOR, OFFICER. 
TN z ` ONE MINUTE не 15 WALKING 


y BUSINESS 1S BAD ENOUEHS Т 
И т EVEN SOUGHT THAT RICH 

MIRROR FROM ан AMUSEMENT 

Ц РАЛА To ялар ATTENTION, 


BY MY STORE. тнє NEXT 
MINUTE, WES DEAD! 
AND NOW, 7У/3. 


ЙД HUY 


HARRY cOWERED AGAINST TNE ROUGH CONCRETE PILLAR HARRY PULLED НІЗ T-SHIRT OVER HIS HEAD AND 
ТМ АТ SUPPORTED TNE МЕАТНЕН-ВЕАТЕМ GOARDS OVER- STEPPED OUT OF HIS DUNGAREES... 

NEAD, SUCKING IN THE WARM SUMNER AIR ІМ GREAT GULFS, 

TRYING ТО САТСН МІЗ BREATH. TNEY WERE AFTER HIM. SOON Е н eee 

THEY'D ВЕ SEARCHING DOWN NERE, DOWN INTHE DAMPSAND Buor орт 

ВЕМЕАТН TNE @OARDWALK...SE ARCHING FOR TNE KILLER. 5% 

NARRY LOOKED ARDUND WILOLY WHERE ТО HIDE? WNERE 


URE? THEY'LL GE LOOKING FOR А GUY 
IN А 7-5А/ЯТ ano DUNGAREES. ІР Т 
WERE OUT IN THAT CROWD IN A 

GATNING SUIT THEY'D NEVER 


HARRY KICKEO OFF HIS SHOES AND TUGOED OFF 
NIS SOCKS. TNEN НЕ KNELT AND SCOOPED А NOLE 
JAMP COOL SAND... 


HARRY MOVED OUT OF THE SHADOW OF THE HARRY GRINNED. HE PICKED AN OPEN SPOT, BETWEEN THE 
BOARDWALK INTO THE SUNLIGHT, HE THREADED | LAUGHING, PEREPIRING GROUPS OF BATHING-SUIT-CLAD PEOPLE 
HIS WAY THROUGH THE SPRAWLED SUN-BAKED | AND SAT DOWN. YES, HE WAS FREE OF CORA. SHE WAINT 
FIGURES, WOUND AROUND THE SPREAD BLANKETS,| SOING TO 7/E HIM DOWN. SHE wasn't Име TO FORCE HIM 
MOVED DOWN TOWARD THE MOST smu PART} INTO A SHOT-@UN MARRIAGE СОЛА наз DEAD. . 


ББИНЕШЕАСИЕ Р WOMEN! THEY'RE ALL THE SAME. EVERYTHING 3 
WELL,CORA, I'M A/D OF You. с AOSY... ALL FUN... AND THEN THEY START TRYING То. 
гм FREE AGAIN. AND МЕХ? yC o GRAB ON AMD HOLD. 
TIME I WON'T MAKE SUCH A MARRIAGE, 
STUPID MISTAKE, X wont М 
GET MYSELF INTO THAT KINO 
OF А JAA AGAIN.. 


HARRY THOUGHT ABOUT СОВА. HOW THEY" YES, CORA WAS JUST LIKE ALL THE REST, RIGHT AWAY 
НОМ НЕГО TAKEN HER OUT... THE GOOO TIMES ТНЕҮ0 | | THEY FEEL YOU OWE ЕМ SOMETHING. RIGHT AWAY THEY 


HAO TOGETHER...THE SATURDAY АҒТЕНМООМ5.. ТНЕ (| FEEL THEY OWM YOU, HARRY REMEMBERED THIS MORNING . 
ивнтз. АМО THEN, HOW CORA'D STARTED... HOW CORA’O PHORED HIM... 


FOR А WHILE, 
ANYWAY? 4 


НЕ? ORESSEO IN HIS TRUNKS, He'o GONE INTO HER ROOM NER- / AGAIN, THE SAME ROUTINE. ALWAYS 
PUTTING HIS CLOTHES ON OVER VOUSLY ..HER ROOM THAT HAG CLAWING, ALWAYS TRYING TO GRAS A 


THEM. АМО НЕ"0 GONE ТО CORA'S ( HELD BUCH FONO MEMORIES. HOLD, то TIE DOWN, TO SMOTHER... 
HOUSE - 


СОМЕ E INSIDE, ( ? NOT FOR A WHILE. MARRY ME, 
WHEN I'VE МАОЕ HARRY! RIGHT 
Now? TODAY? 


Ano THEN SHED 7040 нім. AND 
HARRY'S SLODD HAD FROZE IN His 
VEINS. HE'D ВЕЕН TRAPPED НІЗ 
MIND HAD WHIRLED. HE'D THOUSHT 
FAST. AHD THEN НЕО CDME UP WITH 


You've JusT 
GOTTO MARRY | вит WE CAN'T J 
ME TODAYS 4 


торду? THE 
LICENSE БИЛЕДИ 


THEY'D SD TTEN OFF THE BUS AND STARTED THROUGH 

NE эсен ie Гомес 74 & айсыз. Tua 
HURDY-GURDY MUSIC HAD ECHOED INTO THE HOT NOON 

AIR, TINNY, CHEAP. EVERYTHING Was CHEAP. 

EVERYTHING МАЗ PHONY. мактүр HATED т AU 
WOW, I'LL BE TIED DOWN ТО A CRUMMY { 

APARTMENT, PUNCHING А T/ME-CLOCK, 

SWEATIN' ТР РАМ A/LLS,AND STAYIN’ /W 

EVERY NIGHT WITH А BAWLIN' BHAT... 


THAT'S WHAT DAMES WERE! TROUBLE? THIS ОНЕР 
THIS CORA / HE'D HAVE TO MARRY HER UNLESS ... 


Тнето RIDDEN DOWN DN THE 808, 
HARDLY TALKINS, DNCE HE'D GLANCED 
АТ HER AND SEEN HER EVES OVER- 
FLOWINS WITH TEARS. AND HE'D 
SRITTED НІЗ TEETH... 
TRAPPED! CONNEDS 
THAT'S WHAT X АМ” 
А STUPID FUMBLING 
IDIOT? AND NOW, 

тм GAUSATS 


“Тик SCREAMS AND THE ROAR ABOVE HAD MADE HARRY 
LOOK UP INTO THE DAZZLING SUNLIGHT AT THE BLUR OF 
THE HURTLIN® ROLLER-COASTER САЯ WITH ITS FREN— 


ZIED SQUEALING RIDERS... >”. m 
OOHH? THAT SENOS CH/LLS SMATTER, 


UP MY SPINE, HARAY. L CAN'T | SCARED YOU'LL SEE 
STAND AOLLER-COASTERS... SOMEBODY FALL? 


CAREFUL. 
Ражо) 
GOING TO TAKE А 
AIDE. 


ЖО, HARAY! ДОУ 1 DON'T 
WANT то зо. Т DON'T LIKE 
ROLLER-COASTERS. I'M 
SCARED. HARRY! PLEASE... 


Нео PULLED HER To THE TICKET 


THE TICKET-SELLER'D @RINWED АТ 
BOOTH, SHE'D EOGED HiM_PLEADED. 


HARRY. FELLERS WERE ALWAYS 
DRAGGING THEIR GIRLS ОНТО THE 
ROLLER-COASTER, ANO GIRLS WERE 
ALWAYS SCREAMING THEY WERE 
SCARED. IT was ONE 2/0 CAME 
HARRY? DON'T Y C'MON CORA. 9) 
WAKE We! tf та FUNI =} 
DONT WANT YOULL SEES 
Tot МАЛУУ 

WHAT ARE YOU 

TRYIN то 00.7 


‘THEY'D GRINNED АТ MER, THE PEOPLE ALL AROUND. 
THEY'D GRINNED АТ СОВА SCREAMING PLEAS, ALL 
GIRLS SCREAMED THAT WAS WHAT THEY WERE SWP- 
POSED то 00. THEY MENT, F THEY REALLY 


YEAH- OWE 2/0 GAME, ONLY, TO 
HARRY, THIS WAS A GAME OF ¿ /FE 
OR DEATH. LIFE, BEING FREE, 
DEATH BENG MARRIED TO GORA.. 


ÅND THEN THE REALIZATION HAO DAWNED UPON 
CORA, SHE'D SEEN IT IN HARRY'S EYES. THE SUDDEN 
IZATION... AS THE COASTER'D STARTED AWAY.. 


WAHTED TO .. AND THEY MANAGEONO7 TO, IF THEY 
REALLY 2/2007. вот CORA жаз 80///8. NARRY'D 
HELO HER IN AV/GE-LINE GRIP. 


Ano CORA, SCREAMIRG,..ANO THE PEOPLE IR THE 
FORWARO PART DF THE CAR SCREAMING TOO, IGNOR- 
IRG HER, AS THEY STARTED UP TNE LONG INCLINE 
To THE TOP... 

STOPS STOPS PLEASE, 
STOPS HE'S GOING 70 
HILL MES PLEASES 


HE'S GOING TO ///{ 
MEL HELP MET 


SHUT UP, YOU CRUMMY 
LITTLE TRAMP... 


HARRY REMEMBERED НОМ АЗ THEY'D REACHED THE TOP 


ОҒ THE INCLIRE, WHER ALL EYES WERE STARINS ANEAD IN 
FASCIRATIOR АМО FRIGHT DOWR INTO TNE STEEL RET- 
WORKEO CARYON IRTO WHICH THEY WERE STARTING TO 
PLUNGE- HOW МЕЗО 4/7 CORA WITH ALL СЕ HIS STRENGTH. 


> OW 6007 STOP! STOP. 


HE'D PUSHEO HER FROM | „HOW HER BODY'D BOUNCED ASAINST THE GIRDERG, 
A TWISTING ARD TURNING AS IT FELL TO THE PAVE- 
MENT FAR ВЕСОМ... 2 


= py "q 


ДОЈАТ X. 


HOW HE'D GONE INTO HIG ACT, HOW THE CAR HAD FINALLY GLIDED HARRY REMEMBERED THE FACES 
SCREAMING AT THE TOP OF HIS ТО REST, ARD THE ROARING ANO STARING AT НІМ 
LUNOS ALL THE WAY IN SCREAMING HAD SUBSIDED, ANC 


SHE FELL 0077 МУ. ONLY A/S VOICE ЕСНОЕО LOUD 
GIRL FELL OUTS — 
4 f WY GIRL FELL OUTI ZÍ нез 


\ FIND NERS FIHD „© DEAD, 
HER? 


Аноту FACES». MOVING TOWARD HI 50 HARRY'D RUN, HE'D RUN WILOLY THROUGH THE 


{2 CRAB МУ” < AMUSEMENT AREA DOWN TOWARD THE @DARDWALK... 
В ГА ae 
È ро st N (22 


HARRY LOOKED UP. SHRILL 

VOICES SHOCKED HIM OUT OF HIS 

REVERIE. A LAUGHING GROUP OF 

GIRLS WERE SPREADING THEIR 
ANKET BESIOE WIM... 


HE LOOKED THEM OVER. ММММ. 
МІСЕ STUFF, ANY OTHER TIME, НЕГО 
CONCENTRATE ON THAT кїн! BUT 
NOW...HE GLANCED TOWARD THE 
BOARDWALK . НІЗ HEART STOPPED 


Two cops WERE THERE, WHERE HE'D 
HIDDEN HIS CLOTHES, THEY HAD HIS 
T-SHINT, DUNGAREES, AND SHOES tN 
THEIR HANDS. THEY WERE SCANNING 


THE JAMMED BEACH. 


OVER HERE A \f DON'T KICK 
LITTLE MORE, SAND ОН 
SUE! 


2000 LOROS 


GOT А NICKEL ann x Ф icra, 
CAN'T WALA’ THROUGH 
THE STREETS LIKE 


CAR KEYSS HARRY TURNED. HE EYED THE DAMES, 
THERE WERE FIVE OF THEM, LAUGHING, GIGGLING. IF 
HE COULD IVE #/ ттн THEM, THEY COULD DRIVE 

HIM НОМЕ. ONE OF THEM LOOKED HIS WAY AND HE 


THEY WHISPERED AMONG THEMSELVES, GIGGLING. 
HARRY GRINNED. THEY WERE PUSHOVEA 7. JUST LIKE 
CORAD BEEN. ALL DAMES WERE PUSHOVERS. 
НАККУО HAD PLENTY OF EWEAVEWCE. HE'D DEVEL- 
OPED QUITE А ШАУ WITH DAMES... 


es 
THE SUV CAME OUT WHEN 
YOU BIRLS CAME ALONG”. 


HARRY ВАСКЕО. ВОТ THEY HAD THE 044. THEY WERE 
HIS SALVATION.. 


THEY GRAGBED HIM BY HIS ARMS, 
HIS SHOULDERS, HIS WRISTS. THEY 
TUGBED AND PUSHED AND PULLED 
HIM DOWN TO THE WATER... 

57 


І DONT FEEL 
LIKE Т! 


THE SURF LAPPED АТ HI@ANKLES. 
HARRY SHIVERED. НЕ TRIED TO 
EXPLAIN. BUT THEY ONLY 
LAUGHED, TIGHTENING THEIR HOLDS, 
BOUEALING, SHMIEKING... 


HEY PULLED HIM AND PUSHED HIM, 
SIGGLING, GASPING, CHATTERING , 
SHOUTING. HE SCREAMED AS THE 
WATER LAPPED НІЗ CHEST... 


SWEAR IT! 4 
DON'T! PLEASES, 


THE WATER WAS OVER НІЗ HEAD NOW, HIS FEET HUNG, 
TOES POINTED, SEARCHING FOR SOMETHING TO STAND 
ОМ. THEY CLUNG TO HIM, KEEPING НІМ UP... 
BI CAN'T SWIM! Z OKAY, MUSCLE- 
TARE ME BACKS 
7. $ 


THE FELLERS 
ARE HERES 


MANS LET'S SEE 


НЕ АТ STRUCK OFF FOR SHORE, WAVING АТ 
THEIR DATES, LAUGHING , SQUEALING, NEVER HEAR- 
ING HARRYS ANQUISHED CRIES А5 НЕ THRASHED 


I GOT THES Г.Г CAN'T 4 
Б, 277572746 


CAR WITH ME, 
OX MELVIN 


Aas 


HEL... 


— = 
[ind THEY NEVER EVEN TURNED AROUND Tü SEE ТИЕ / 
WATER POURING INTO HARRY'S MOUTH, НІЗ STOMACH, НІЗ 
‘LUNGS. THEY NEVER EVEN SAW НМ ©0 DOWN POR THE 8 

O > 


